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ABSTRACT 

 

When the coronavirus first arrived in India, everyone was terrified, confined to 

their homes, and no one felt convinced about their future. Leaders arrived and 

stated one version or another of "we are all in this together. The lockdown was 

declared, and we've been watching heartbreaking scenes of migrant crises all 

around us ever since. A tragedy that strikes an uneven world will simply 

exacerbate injustices. One of which is increase in organ and human trafficking. 

Organ and human trafficking is a serious crime. And it has risen dramatically in 

the last few years of Covid 19. According to recent statistics, the number of cases 

of people and organ trafficking has increased. There aren't many national or 

international platforms debating or addressing this subject. There is a pressing 

need to address this issue since it jeopardizes the fundamental human rights that 

each and every individual is entitled to. This paper talks about illegal human and 

organ trafficking during covid 19 times, it further talks about Covid 19 and human 

rights, some real-life incidences and how India is dealing with the same. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the recent times human trafficking has become the most famous crime in the entire 

world and is rapidly spreading to various parts of the world. Human trafficking is 

misunderstood in a manner that it only deals with sexual exploitation of women and 

children. But that is not the case. Human Trafficking takes place when the 

trafficker(offender) does an act and uses fraud, force and coercion as means to impel the 

victims to participate in slavery, commercial sex acts, or other forms of exploitation 

against his or her will. This may even entail giving a partner for forced marriage, organ 

and tissue extraction, including surrogacy, and oval removal. It might take place within a 

country or between many countries. Human trafficking is a severe crime that violates 

basic human rights. 2Human rights are basic and the most important rights which each 

individual should have an equal access to. This rights in inherited from the birth and 

nobody can be discriminated or restricted from such a basic right. It also violates the 

victim's right to freedom of movement because they -are restrained or compelled to 

relocate. 

United Nations defined Human Trafficking as, “The recruitment, transportation, transfer, 

harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of 

coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of 

vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or benefits to achieve the consent 

of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation.”3 

PRESENT SCENARIO: COVID 19 

We are in the midst of such a huge pandemic that has affected the entire world in the most 

worsened manner. It has increased poverty and inequality to a great extent due to the 

lockdowns which were imposed in almost each country of the world and these are the two 

main root causes for increase in human trafficking and organ trafficking.  The nature of 

this crime has already made it tough to figure out the culprit as well as the victims. And 

this pandemic served as a cherry on the cake for such a crime.  

The virus has had a wide-ranging influence on our environment, from the agonizing 

deaths of millions of civilians to the downfall of our economy. The ramifications of this 

 
2 Harsha Parekh, Illegal organ and human trafficking during Covid 19 ,4, IJLMH (2021). 
3 Human Trafficking, UNITED NATIONS (May 28, 2021, 12: 05 AM) 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/human-trafficking.html 
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infection have been far from fleeting. As a result of the epidemic, our ordinary customary 

routines have come to a standstill and have become virtual norms; enterprises and 

everyday behaviours have been transformed and modified. As we recognize these large 

and worldwide changes in daily activities and commercial practises, it is equally vital to 

note that this virus is also affecting the operation of illicit enterprises and victimising 

civilians as a result. It has raised the danger of human trafficking, made it more difficult 

to identify victims, and made it more difficult to deliver resources to those who have 

survived. The global conversation is centered on Covid 19, but the implications of this 

pandemic on victims of human and organ trafficking are rarely highlighted and often 

hidden. Human trafficking Having no shelter or being homeless for an extended period 

of time, as well as child abuse, are two of the most significant variables in the trafficking 

of young people. 4 

Human traffickers are increasingly exploiting online social media platforms to recruit and 

market targets of human trafficking, according to advocates. According to Gavin Shuker, 

Member of Parliament, Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Prostitution and 

the Global Sex Trade, "the internet is transforming the way sex is sold, leading to new 

kinds of exploitation." The epidemic has reduced physical activity, forcing practically 

everyone to rely on the internet for communication and money; traffickers have also 

become dependant on it.5 The internet gives traffickers a huge opportunity to find and 

groom marginalised people. According to a research conducted by the University of 

Toronto Traffickers Institute, exploiters examine networks like as Facebook, Instagram, 

and dating apps for posting behaviour that may signal susceptibility. 6Shifting research 

sources to the Internet will assist identify victims. Officials of law enforcement must be 

informed of where and how traffickers operate and exercise prevention by identifying 

possible victims of the vulnerability identified by exploiters.  

As a consequence, especially young people are at the height of several sorts of 

exploitation for survival, including sexual exploitation, forced labour and even illicit 

money sale of organs. The advocates of child abuse agree that Covid 19 has experienced 

 
4 Tammy J. Toney-Butler, Human Trafficking, NCBI (May 28, 2021, 3:56 PM), https://www.ncbi.nlm.n 

ih.gov/books/NBK430910/. 
5Kingsley Napley, COVID-19, Trafficking, and Vulnerability, Lexology (May 28,2021, 12:40 PM), 

https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=21425781-af4d-419f-8c7e-ed0010401826. 
6 Kingsley Napley, COVID-19, Trafficking, and Vulnerability, Lexology (May 28,2021, 12:55 PM), 

https://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=21425781-af4d-419f-8c7e-ed0010401826. 
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an increase in the number of incidents of child harassment. The risk of cyber trafficking 

among young people has grown substantially. Covid 19 has made the situations more 

challenging for those who already are trafficked. These victims may live in communities 

with a substantially increased risk of infection due to the unequal distribution of resources. 

The identification of persons and survivors trafficked by Covid 19 has been made harder. 

The shutdown of schools and colleges has prevented instructors and staff from identifying 

young people who are physically, psychologically or emotionally in trafficking situations. 

Even though people are trafficked in hospitals, some of the newest regulations and rules 

might prove to be a barrier to the development of a patient care connection in health 

professions. For example, many young people may have had such a negative scenario as 

to make it so difficult to trust individuals with power and may be reluctant to trust new 

adults. 

Desperate people are resorting to several new means and illegally making money via 

social media as unemployment rises in especially amid covetous times. And it is obvious 

from data that the illegal trade in organs has expanded significantly. Many have lost their 

employment and no money source. On such event, the human organs in the red market 

are becoming a pricing currency. The Red Market 7is mainly used for transplantation to 

request the trade of human organs, tissues or other parts of the body. The transaction is 

conducted through trade. The number of transplantations in the past six months has 

decreased according to hospital data. The backlog of patients on the waiting list was 

enormous. Declines in supply have increased the demand for organs by adding extra 

burdens. Prices have, in turn, dramatically increased, and demand has so increased. 

Uneducated people and jobless people are pushed to consider offers they should not have 

otherwise accepted. Such websites have also been used to social networking sites like 

Facebook for the organ 'brokers.' 

REAL LIFE OCCURENCES 

In April 2020, a 17-year-old Odishan girl went missing. Even in the early lockdown 

phases, she is suspected to have been smuggled beyond the state. After having been able 

to return home earlier this month, two 15-year-olds of West Bengal who had been 

 
7 Red Market, Macmillan dictionary (May 28,2021, 12:19 PM), 

https://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/red-market. 
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abducted at the beginning of March were ultimately saved from Gujarat on 25 June. 8But 

these rescue operations were also hampered significantly by the lockdown. Activists and 

activists of anti-human trafficking warned that the number of incidents of child trafficking 

during lock-in and after the restrictions were released increased. To top that off, a survey 

has also stated that “only 27 per cent of the Anti-Human Trafficking Units (AHTUs) are 

functional at present.”9 

In April, a 32-year-old from Andhra Pradesh, the southern Indian state, lent an electricity 

loom, who was sure to join the local saree business. Then the epidemic struck. “I have no 

choice but to commit suicide if I do not sell my kidney to pay the debts,” he said. He 

needs assistance to sustain his wife and 3-year-old boy as a matter of urgency. This year 

millions of additional employees were left unregulated due to the epidemic. However, his 

situation is also typical, since the limits to stop the propagation of the virus ruin the 

livelihoods of the people and organs are a precious currency of the "red market." 

Conditions for trafficking are getting riper. Over the past six months many fewer 

transplants have been done internationally as closed or redirected hospitals for COVID-

19 treatment to create a substantial backlog of patients on waiting lists. 

The supply of plummeting has simply contributed to the already growing worldwide 

organ demand. Less than ten percent of the worldwide organ donation need was reached 

annually before the epidemic. In April, a 26-year-old from Delhi lost his job as a youth 

hostel worker and lives again with his parents, whom he calls 'pain,' since they reject his 

homosexuality. 

The 26-year-old has expressed his desire to sell kidneys on several Facebook sites, saying 

that since the epidemic hit, he has witnessed a rise in similar messages. For nearly a year, 

the Facebook page, Selling Kidneys, on which it was posted.10 Overall, remarks from 

sellers have more than quadrupled compared to the preceding eight months for the period 

from April through September after lock-downs started. 

 
8 Prajnama Das, Why India's human trafficking problem has skyrocketed during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

EDEX (May 28,2021, 12:10 AM), https://www.edexlive.com/people/2020/sep/07/trafficking-jam-why-

indias-human-trafficking-problem-has-skyrocketed-during-the-covid-19-pandemic-14464.html. 
9 Victor Jack, COVID-19 a ‘perfect storm’ for organ trafficking victims, Sci Dev Net (May 28,2021, 12:30 

PM), https://www.scidev.net/global/features/covid-19-a-perfect-storm-for-organ-trafficking-victims/ 

 
10 Victor Jack, COVID-19 a ‘perfect storm’ for organ trafficking victims, Sci Dev Net (May 28,2021, 12:06 

AM), https://www.scidev.net/global/features/covid-19-a-perfect-storm-for-organ-trafficking-victims/ 
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INDIAN SCENARIO 

In India human trafficking is illegal still it is widely practiced and is a persistent problem. 

The main reason this happens with men, women and youngsters is usually the rationale is 

sexual exploitation, bonded labour and made marriages. They are forcefully made to do 

all these things. A large population of people are trafficked and made beggars, household 

servants and labours in factories. 

The legal donors are very less in proportion to demand for organs of transplantation. This 

led to the development of illegal organ market. Even after so many provisions and laws 

people are forced to remove their organs and there are various cases where people with 

their own consent sell their organs for money. 

All this have a very adverse effect on the mental, physical and emotional health of the 

people. Various rights are contained in the Indian Penal Code and Criminal Procedure 

Code to protect individuals against being trafficked. In India, human trafficking for 

commercial sexual exploitation, forced labour, forced marriage, and domestic slavery are 

all considered organized crimes. 

“The laws to protect the same are Immoral Traffic (Prevention) act 1956, Protection of 

children from sexual offences act,2012, Protection of child marriage act,2006, Bonded 

labour system act,1976. Child labour (prohibition and regulation) act,1986 and 

Transplantation of Human organs 1994.” 

Article 2311 expressly prohibited and criminalised human trafficking and forced labour. 

“Article 39(e)12 and article 39 (f) provides that the State shall, in particular, direct its 

policy towards securing to "ensure that the health and strength of workers, men and 

women and the tender age of children are not abused" and "that the citizens are not forced 

by economic necessity to enter avocations unsuited to their age or strength" and that "the 

children are given opportunities and facilities to develop in a healthy manner and in 

conditions of freedom and dignity" and that the childhood and youth are protected against 

exploitation and against moral and material abandonment.”13 

The Bombay police discovered one of the first reported incidents of the organ trade in 

1993. They discovered a kidney ring on the illicit market. Since then, legislation has been 

 
11 INDIAN CONST. art. 23. 
12 INDIAN CONST. art. 39, cl. e. 
13 INDIAN CONST. art. 39, cl. f. 
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attempted to combat organ trafficking. The Transplantation of Human Organs Act is one 

of them (THO). It was passed in India in 1994 in order to regulate organ donation and 

transplantation. The act primarily treats cerebral death as a form of death and penalizes 

organ sales. Organs such as the liver, heart, lungs, and pancreas can now be transported 

as well as transplanted. However, even after this statute, illegal organ scandals continue 

to be publicized on a regular basis. Many times, the act's execution is defective, or its 

provisions are abused. 

Apart from these provisions various schemes were launched against trafficking. Anti-

Human Trafficking Units have been established in a number of districts. Training for 

Trainers workshops were held across the country for police officers and prosecutors at 

the regional, state, and district levels to promote awareness and combat human trafficking. 

Judicial Colloquiums on Human Trafficking are held at state high courts to educate 

judicial officers about human trafficking, the concerns involved, and the severity of the 

crime. The government also established Anti Human trafficking units in the whole 

country. 

Although the courts have decided a huge number of cases, only a small percentage of 

them have resulted in a favourable verdict. 

A woman was given word that she will be married in the case of “Bodhisattwa Gautam 

v. Subhra Chakraborty14” She even attended the wedding, but it turned out to be a ruse. 

All those who were involved in the crime were ordered to pay compensation to the victim. 

Children were trafficked and enslaved for labour in the case of "PUCL v. Union of 

India." The traffickers were ordered to pay compensation. The case of “Vishal Jeet v. 

Union of India15” and others was a watershed moment for the Supreme Court. Families 

or communities devoted some people as davadasis and used them in the prostitution 

business in certain circumstances. Their safety and rehabilitation were mandated by the 

court. 

CONCLUSION 

Covid-19 has numerous unintended consequences. The visible issues, such as economics, 

justice, education, and health, are well-discussed and addressed. However, the covert 

ones, such as human and illegal organ trafficking, which is a major issue even in normal 

 
14 Bodhisattwa Gautam v. Subhra Chakraborty, (1996) 1 SCC 490. 
15 Vishal Jeet v. Union of India, (1990) 2 SCC 861. 
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circumstances, are rarely highlighted and are largely overlooked. It is imperative that 

government and organizations examine this issue and establish plans to protect people 

from this horrific crime. The people's economic situation must improve soon because it 

is one of the key driving causes behind organ sales and corpse trading for money. It is 

critical to recognize that this crime constitutes a significant violation of citizens' Human 

Rights. The International Day Against Human Trafficking is observed on July 30th 

around the world. And, as we battle COVID-19, we must keep in mind the dangers that 

affect the world's most vulnerable individuals, especially human trafficking victims. 

COVID-19 has posed a significant challenge to our society by highlighting systemic 

inequalities that lead to gender violence, marginalization, exploitation, and human 

trafficking. At this time, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

recommends that action be taken to protect access to justice, continue to assist anti-

trafficking efforts, keep enforcement vigilant, service providers flexible, and refuse to 

compromise human rights. Countries must keep shelters and hotlines open as we work 

together to combat the global epidemic, protect access to justice, and prevent more 

vulnerable people from falling into the hands of gangland.”  It is important to remember 

that Covid 19 should not be used as a reason to disregard citizens' basic human rights. 
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